The CASE of ſeveral Italian Merchants ſettled 


in London. 


| HE Trade to 1:aly, and all other Places is equally free to 
Natives and Aliens, only with this Difference, that the 
Aliens pay greater Duties to their Majeſties. 


| Thrown Silks being very ſcarce in Exgland, by reaſon of 
the Difficulty of bringing them out of Ttaly at this time of War with 
France, | 


The Weavers petitioned the Honourable Houſe of Commons, for Liber- 
ry of importing fine 1:aliaz, Sicilian and Naples Thrown Silk over Land. 
Whereupon a Bill was brought in, and paſs'd that Honourable Houſe, and 
lies now before your Honours, 


There is a Clauſe in the ſaid Bill, which reſtrains the ſaid Importation 
over Land to the Subjects of this Kingdom only, and for their proper 
Accounts, and no other whatſoever. 


"Tis humbly hoped that your Honours will take this Matter into your 
ſerious Conſideration, and be of Opinion, that if this Clauſe paſſes, it 
will be a kind of monopolizing that Silk Trade in the Hands of two or 
three Engliſh Merchants dealing therein, who procured this Clauſe. 
Whereas it has always been taken for a certain Rule, That Trade ſhould 
not be reſtrained, but Traders encouraged ; for the more of a Commodity 
comes in, the cheaper it muſt be ſold to the Subject; and the more Cuſtoms 
will accrue thereby. | 


Beſides that it is moſt humbly conceived, that your Honours will not 
think it reaſonable, That theſe Merchants, who are by Law art liberty to 
import Goods dire&ly over Sea from Traly, ſhould not be ſuffer'd to im- 
port the ſame Goods over Land. 


There are ſeveral Engliſh Merchants ſettled in divers Ports of 1taly, 
who may reaſonably fear in caſe this Clauſe paſſes into a Law, that thoſe 
Governments may return it upon them, by forbidding all but their own 
SubjeQs to import the Engliſh ManufaQtures into 1zaly, inſtead of the con- 
tinuance of the kind Treatment which the Engliſh Merchants meet with 
there, as is notoriouſly known to all that ever travelled into thoſe Coun- 
tries. Joſeph Cagnony, Angelo Corticelly, Foſeph Comp, and Anthony Francis 
Magnony are Italians, who have lived in Exglaxd, and traded as Merchants 
ſeveral Years; their chief Trade has been with their Country, and have 
from time to time exported great Quantities of the Woollen ManufaQtures 
- this Kingdom in return of the Goods they imported out of their own 

ountries. 


They moſt humbly hope your Honours will think fit to reje&t the faid 
Clauſe, that Trade may have its free Courſe, conformable to the reſpeQive 
Treaties of Commerce between this and all other Trading Nations. 


